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is a style of engagement. I’ve tried to imagine climb-
ing down from the Sycamore tree as Zacchaeus did
to go break bread with Jesus, or being in the boat
when Jesus invites Peter to walk on water. With use
of the Lord’s “multimedia,” better known as parables
(mind movies), listeners are drawn even deeper into
the encounter. It isn’t a scenario where “I talk, you
listen.”  Instead, Jesus engages those around him.
One of his favorite techniques is using questions to
draw his listeners into the experience to make the
point.  Participation! Perhaps the pinnacle of memo-
rable events prior to the Crucifixion was The Last
Supper. Unfortunately, the Lord’s Supper is one of
the few acts of message participation that we have in
many of our churches today.  Could we not use other
memorable Biblical events, in addition to The Last
Supper, to build interactive experiences based on
Scripture?

In summary, our goal is to expand our reper-
toire of ways to engage our listeners. By all means,
check out Sharon Bowman’s books and free re-
sources at www.bowperson.com. She offers dozens
of great, interactive ideas. In addition, check out
www.surveymonkey.com, a Web site that allows you
to develop your own online questionnaires at no cost.

This is a great tool to do an anonymous survey to
find out the hurts and needs of your listeners. How-
ever, be careful not to attack them with the informa-
tion you’ve collected. If you do, you’ve lost them.
Jesus provides a great example of what to do with
strategic survey information when he interacts with
the woman at the well. Also, don’t be afraid to assign
homework from the pulpit! The reason listeners
aren’t able to recall last Sunday’s sermon is because
they’ve not been challenged to do “homework” that
engages them during the week.

Our chief challenge is to get our listeners’
brains out of “autopilot” or “neutral” and make their
gray matter work while we’re presenting! That’s a
minute by minute challenge.
——
Terry Wilhite is a communications and multimedia
specialist. Visit his Web site or e-mail him with your
feedback and article ideas at
pastors@terrywilhite.com.



15May 2007Christian Audio/Video

Video Reviews For the
Month of May

Blessed Nation Loop
0:36  $10Click on picture to watch video

Greater Love
0:10  $10Click on picture to watch video

Remember Loop
0:26  $10Click on picture to watch video

Blowing Flag
0:13  $6Click on picture to watch video

Statue of Liberty
0:43  $6Click on picture to watch video

America and Bible
0:31  $6Click on picture to watch video
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song lyrics or scripture readings and see the differ-
ence video can make!
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