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ccording to arecent Barna survey, nearly 60% of Protestant churches

have awebsite. If your experienceisanything like mine, you will find that

nearly 90% of those stink. Sorry, they just do. How long do we need the
2002 calendar of eventsonline? How many animated GIF filescan you fit on one

webpage?

Oneway to avoid the problem of having “stale” content on your websiteisto

or dynamic content can
generate an entire page
every timeitisrequested
by auser.

Thiscan bedone,
basically, either onyour
computer (client-side) when the actual programissent to your machinefor
execution (like JavaScript) or on the website to which you are connected
(server-side) and sent to you completed (like PHPand ASP).

While JavaScript alowsyou to do some neat things, you arelimited. To
create some great pages easily and cheaply, PHPistheway to go. PHPisfree
andwidely supported.

PHPisessentially aprogramming language for web pages. The code
that you entered isparsed (or run) on the computer where the web page resides
and then theresults of the PHP code are sent to your browser asacompleted

page.

create dynamic content. Dynamic content
(LINK: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Dynamic_web_content) canbeassimpleasa
JavaScript that putstoday’s date on the page,

According to PHP
Headquarters (LINK:
www.php.net), “PHP (whichisa
recursiveacronym for “ PHP:
Hypertext Preprocessor”) isa
widely-used Open Sourcegeneral-
purpose scripting languagethat is
especialy suited for Web
development and can be embedded
intoHTML.”

Here'ssome helpful
information onwhat you just read:
Hypertext isthefirst two letters of
theabbreviation“HTML.” It
indicatesthat thetext ismorethan
just text, that there are waysto
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interact with thetext, likeclicking on
certain wordsand opening other web
pages.

A *“Preprocessor” isanother
way of saying“it doesserver-side
processing.” Thescript isprocessed
on the server before being sent to the
client, i.e. your browser.

Open Source, somecall it
“free software” (LINK:
www.fsf.org), issoftwarethat is
distributed for anyoneto usefor no
cogt, andif you areinto programming
you can aso download the* source
code” (theorigina text the
programmers used to create the
program) and make changesfor your
ownwork.

A “scripting language” is
likealight-weight programming
language. Other scripting languages
include JavaScript, Visua Basic
Script (another client-side processor)
and CGI (aserver-side processor).

Theideathat PHP can be
“embedded into HTML” means that
you can have both static and dynamic
elementsof your pagewhen you use
PHP.

If you want to get started
using PHPyou'll need several things.
Thefirst and most important thing
you'll needisaweb host that
supports PHP. If you already have a
hosting company for your website,
check to seeif you already have
PHP support. Many do, but some
requirethat you notify your provider
that you want it and they will makeit
availabletoyou.

If you just want to get started
for absolutely nothing you can create
an account for freewith the United
Kingdomversion of Tripod (http:/
www.tripod.lycos.co.uk/). For some
reasontheU.S. version of Lycos
does not support PHP.

You can edit your PHP pages
eadily in Notepad or any other plain
text editor. Make sureyou save

hello.phptelstheserver to interpret
thisasaPHPfileand to preprocess
it, then send theresulting HTML to
theclient browser.

Then, likewith other web
pages, you' |l need theability to
upload thefilesyou create from your
computer to the hosting server.

Wewill start likeany good
programmingtutorial, the*Hello
World” script. Typethisinto your text
editor:

<html>

<head>

<title>My First PHP Script</title>
</head>

<body>

<h1>Here is my first PHP page,
ever!l</h1>

<?php echo “Hello World!”; ?>
<center><h2>| like Christian A/V
Magazine!</h2></center>
</body>

</html>

Now, after you havetyped
theselinesinto Notepad (or your
preferred text editor), saveit as
hello.php, then upload it to your PHP
enabled server and then point your
browser toittoview it.

We start off just likea
regular HTML page, turnon HTML,
turn on the heading, turn on thetitle
and namethe page, then turn off the
title and heading sections. Now we
moveinto the body wherewe have
somelargetext that declareswhat is
onthispage.

Up to now, we have what
appearsto beastandard HTML
page—that isuntil youtype: <?php
Thisisthetag that tellsthe server to
start parsingin PHP. Weuse a
simplePHPfeature (technicaly itis
a“language construct”) called echo
(for tonsof moreinfo ontheecho
“feature’ click here (LINK: http://
www.php.net/manual/er/

guotation marks, and every PHP
command endswith asemi-colon (;).
Thisiscalled using proper “ syntax.”
Thesyntax ishow thingsare
supposed to belaid out in order to
work properly; usudly if you don’t
follow the syntax rules, the script
won't work. The semi-colontéllsit
that that command has ended and to
beready for the next one.

Thenext oneinthiscaseis
the command to turn off PHP
parsing. We end each PHP section
with 2>, Then we see we have some
moreplanHTML. If | wantedto
could add another PHP section after
thenext line. Let’stry that and get an
ideaof what our PHP server can do:

<htmI>

<head>

<title>My First PHP Script</title>
</head>

<body>

<h1>Here is my first PHP page,
everl</h1>

<?php echo “Hello World!”; ?>
<center><h2>l like Christian A/V
Magazine!</h2></center>
<?php phpinfo(); ?>

</body>

</html>

That phpinfo() isabuiltin
function of PHP. Functionsare
basically preset commandsthat are
designed to accomplish particular
things, often repetitive stuff that can
be used with easeinstead of having
totypeall thecodeagain. This
functionisasimpleway to seea
whole mess of info on how your
hosting company has setup your PHP
service.

PHP can do someamazing
stuff. But wewill start with some-
thing smple. Next monthwewill
learn how to randomly show images
on our webpage. Seeyou nexttime...

every PHPfilewiththethreeletter function.echo.php) to send text to the [
extension of php, for example: browser that text iswithinthe
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